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CONFIDENTIAL BOGOTA 7347 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, CO 

SUBJECT: WILL AMBASSADOR TURBAY REMAIN IN WASHINGTON FOR THE LOPEZ 

STATE VISIT? 

REF: BOGOTA A-84 

PRESIDENTIAL DESIGNATE (VICE PRESIDENT) AND AMBASSADOR TO 
WASHINGTON JULIO CESAR TURBAY TOLD PRESS ON AUG 3 THAT HE 
WOULD BE REMAINING IN WASHINGTON FOR THE STATE VISIT OF 
PRESIDENT LOPEZ IN SEPTEMBER. AS DESIGNATE, TURBAY'S PRINCIPAL 
FUNCTION IS TO REPLACE THE PRESIDENT DURING THE LATTER'S ABSANCES 
FROM COLOMBIA. IT HAS BEEN WIDELY SPECULATED THAT TURBAY WOULD 
RETURN TO BOGOTA TO FILL IN FOR LOPEZ, A ROLE WHICH HE RELISHES, 
DURING THE STATE VISIT, GIVING RISE TO THE ANOMOLY OF AN 
AMBASSADOR BEING ABSENT FROM HIS POST DURING A VISIT OF THE 
CHIEF OF STATE. SOME EMBASSY SOURCES, HOWEVER, HAD REPORTED 
THAT LOPEZ HAD ALREADY INSTRUCTED TURBAY TO REMAIN IN 
WASHINGTON. WE BELIEVE THAT THE FINAL WORD ON WHETHER TURBAY 
STAYS IN WASHINGTON OR RETURNS TO BOGOTA WILL COME ONLY 
WHEN THE PRESIDENT MAKES AN OFFICIAL STATEMENT ON THE 
SUBJECT. 
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